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What is Drag in Aviation?

Drag is the resistance to the 

forward movement of an 

aircraft. It is opposite 

thrust, so the more drag an 

aircraft has, the more 

power it will need.





Types of drag



What Causes Drag on an Airplane?

Drag is created by air passing over the airplane. 

But the two main types of drag, induced and parasite, 

are created differently.



Drag



Parasite Drag
Parasite drag is created by anything that is moved through 
the air. 

The shape of the object–whether it’s a box or a streamlined 
shape–means that some objects create more drag than 
others.

But everything makes drag as the air resists its movement.









Induced Drag
Induced drag is a byproduct of lift–anytime an airfoil 

(an airplane’s wing, helicopter’s rotor, or 
engine propeller) makes lift, it will also make drag

https://aerocorner.com/blog/types-of-aircraft-wings/
https://aerocorner.com/blog/types-of-aircraft-propellers/
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