
Fatigue and Fracture Properties of Cast Steels 

Microstructure: The microstructure of cast steels can vary depending on the alloying elements 

and the casting process. Common microstructures include ferrite, pearlite, martensite, bainite, 

and various types of carbides. The presence of these phases influences the mechanical 

properties, including fatigue and fracture behavior. 

 

Alloying Elements: Cast steels may contain alloying elements such as chromium, nickel, 

molybdenum, vanadium, and others. These elements are added to improve properties like 

strength, toughness, and corrosion resistance, which also affect fatigue and fracture 

properties. 

 

Grain Structure: The grain structure of cast steels can affect their mechanical properties. Fine-

grained structures generally exhibit better fatigue resistance and toughness compared to 

coarse-grained structures. 

 

Fatigue Behavior: Cast steels typically exhibit a fatigue endurance limit, below which they 

can withstand an infinite number of stress cycles without failure. Above this limit, the 

material experiences fatigue failure after a certain number of stress cycles, influenced by 

factors such as stress amplitude, mean stress, and environmental conditions. 

 

Fracture Toughness: Fracture toughness is a critical property for cast steels, indicating their 

resistance to crack propagation. The microstructure, grain size, and presence of inclusions or 

defects influence fracture toughness. 

 

Impact Resistance: Cast steels are often used in applications requiring high impact resistance. 

The microstructure and alloy composition play significant roles in determining the material's 

ability to absorb energy during impact loading. 

 

Heat Treatment: Heat treatment processes such as quenching and tempering are commonly 

applied to cast steels to modify their microstructure and improve mechanical properties, 

including fatigue and fracture resistance. 

 



Stress Concentrations: The presence of defects, sharp corners, or stress concentrations in cast 

steel components can significantly influence fatigue and fracture properties. Proper design 

and manufacturing practices are essential to minimize these effects. 


