
Pattern Design 

Various Types of Patterns 

In casting processes, different types of patterns are used to create molds for producing metal 

objects. These include single-piece patterns, split patterns, loose-piece patterns, matchplate 

patterns, and skeleton patterns, each tailored to specific casting requirements. 

Single-Piece Pattern 

A single-piece pattern is a complete pattern representing the entire object to be cast. It is 

simple in design and suitable for small and straightforward castings. Single-piece patterns are 

cost-effective and easy to manufacture. 

Split Pattern 

A split pattern consists of two or more parts that fit together to form the complete pattern. 

The parts are known as the cope (upper part) and the drag (lower part) of the pattern. Split 

patterns allow for the creation of larger and more complex castings by facilitating easy 

removal from the mold and incorporating cores. 

Matchplate Pattern 

A matchplate pattern is a split pattern mounted on a matchplate, which is a two-sided 

molding board. This pattern type is commonly used in high-production foundries as it allows 

for the simultaneous production of cope and drag molds. Matchplate patterns increase the 

efficiency of the molding process. 

Loose-Piece Pattern 

A loose-piece pattern is a pattern that contains loose sections or pieces that are inserted into 

the main pattern to create complex features or details in the casting. These loose pieces can 

be removed from the mold after pattern withdrawal, leaving behind the desired features in the 

casting. 

Sweep Pattern 

A sweep pattern is a long, slender pattern used to create curved or irregularly shaped castings. 

It consists of a profile or template that is swept or moved along the mold to form the desired 



shape. Sweep patterns are commonly used in the production of pipes, tubes, and other curved 

components. 

Skeleton Pattern 

A skeleton pattern is a pattern made from a combination of metal or wooden rods, plates, or 

wires. It represents the basic framework or structure of the casting. Skeleton patterns are 

often used when the casting requires a lightweight yet strong internal structure. 

Applications of Patterns in Casting 

Patterns play a crucial role in the casting process and find extensive applications across 

various industries. Some notable applications of patterns in casting include: 

 Foundry Industry: Patterns are widely used in foundries for producing metal 

castings of various shapes and sizes. They are essential in creating the mold cavity, 

which is filled with molten metal to obtain the desired final product. Patterns enable 

the replication of intricate details and complex geometries, making them valuable in 

the production of components for automotive, aerospace, and industrial applications. 

 Jewelry and Artistic Casting: Patterns are utilized in the production of intricate 

jewelry and artistic castings. They allow for the creation of unique and visually 

appealing designs, ranging from delicate jewelry pieces to ornate sculptures. Patterns 

enable the precise replication of artistic concepts, ensuring accurate reproduction in 

the final metal castings. 

 Manufacturing and Prototyping: Patterns are used in the manufacturing industry for 

producing prototypes, allowing designers and engineers to test and evaluate product 

designs before mass production. By creating patterns that represent the intended parts, 

manufacturers can assess functionality, fit, and aesthetics, facilitating design 

improvements and cost-effective production. 

Limitations of Patterns in Casting 

While patterns are essential in the casting process, they also come with certain limitations 

that need to be considered. Here are some notable limitations of patterns in casting: 

 Cost and Time: Developing patterns can be time-consuming and expensive, 

especially for complex or large-scale castings. Designing, fabricating, and 



maintaining patterns require skilled labor, specialized equipment, and materials. The 

cost of pattern production can significantly impact the overall cost of casting 

operations. 

 Pattern Wear and Durability: Patterns are subjected to repeated use and contact 

with molding materials, which can lead to wear and degradation over time. The 

pattern materials must withstand the stresses, abrasion, and chemical reactions 

involved in the casting process. Regular maintenance and pattern repair may be 

required to ensure their longevity and accuracy. 

 Limited Pattern Size: The size of patterns can pose limitations in casting. Large-

scale or oversized patterns may be difficult to handle, transport, or fabricate. They 

may require additional structural support, specialized equipment, and more significant 

resources, adding complexity and cost to the casting process. 

 Pattern Shrinkage and Dimensional Accuracy: During the casting process, the 

molten metal undergoes shrinkage as it cools and solidifies. This shrinkage needs to 

be accounted for in the pattern design to ensure accurate dimensions in the final 

casting. Pattern makers must consider the appropriate allowances for shrinkage and 

dimensional changes to achieve the desired casting specifications. 
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