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Languagcs were cvolving at two levels:

l) The spoken language

The written lanﬂuag

The old Brahmi script of the Ashoka days had undergone a great change. The alphabets during Ashoka's
period were uncven 1n size but by the time of Harsha, the letters had become of the same size and were
regular, presenting the picture of a cultivated hand. The studics have indicated that all the scripts of present
northern Indian languages, except that of Urdu, have had their origin in old Brahmi.

[f we compare the scripts of Gujarati, Hindi and Punjabi, we can casily understand this change. As for the
spoken word, there are over 200 languages or dalects spoken in India at present. Some are widely used
while others are limited to a particular arca. Out of all these, only twenty-two have found their way into our
Constitution.
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A large number of people speak Hindi in its different forms that include Braj Bhasha, and Avadhi (spoken
in Oudh regton), Bhojpuri, Magadhi, and Maithili (spoken around Mithila), and Rajasthani and Khadi
Boli (spoken around Delhi). Rajasthani 1s another variant or dialect of Hindi. This classification has been
made on the basts of litcrature produced by great pocts over a length of time. Thus, the language used by
Surdas and Bihart has been given the name of Braj Bhasha: that used by Tulsidas i the
Ramacharitamanasa is called Avadhi and the onc used by Vidyapati has been termed as Maithili, But
Hindt, as we know 1t today 1s the one called Khadi Boli. Though Khusrau has used Khadi Boli i his
compositions In the thirteenth century 1ts cxtenstve usc in literature began only in the nincteenth century. It
even shows some influence of Urdu.
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