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Definite and indefinite articles are types of determiners that are used before nouns to provide more 

information about the noun.  

Definite Article: "The" 

 The definite article "the" is used before a noun to refer to a specific item or group of items that 

are already known to the reader or listener. 

 It is used when there is only one of something or when the noun is unique or clearly defined. 

 Examples: 

 The cat is sleeping on the couch. 

 Have you seen the movie we talked about yesterday? 

2. Indefinite Articles: "A" and "An" 

 The indefinite articles "a" and "an" are used before a non-specific noun or to refer to something 

for the first time. 

 "A" is used before words that begin with a consonant sound. 

 Example: I would like a cup of coffee. 

 "An" is used before words that begin with a vowel sound. 

 Example: She has an interesting story to tell. 

 The choice between "a" and "an" depends on the sound that follows the article, not the actual 

first letter of the word. 

 Example: A university (pronounced "you-niversity") 

 Example: An hour (pronounced "ow-er") 

 Remember, these articles indicate non-specificity or introduce something for the first time. 

 Example: I saw a cat in the yard. (Any cat) 

 Example: She wants to adopt an elephant. (Any elephant) 

 

 

 Certainly, sentences without articles are known as "zero-article" sentences. Here are some       

common cases where articles are typically omitted: 

 

1. Plural and Uncountable Nouns in General Statements: 

            Example: Dogs are loyal animals. 

 

2. Languages and Academic Subjects: 

            Example: I'm learning French. 

 

3. Names of Meals, unless Specific: 

            Example: I had dinner with my family. 



4. Titles and Occupations (when used generically): 

              Example: Mr. Smith is President of the company. 

 

5. Sports and Activities: 

            Example: I play soccer. 

6. Days, Months, and Holidays (when used generally): 

            Example: I love Fridays. 

7. Locations (Cities, Countries) used as Categories: 

            Example: Paris is known for its art. 

8. Time Expressions: 

             Example: We met in the morning. 

 

EXERCISES 

 

Exercise 1: Choose the correct article. 

 

1. She wants to adopt __________ cat from the shelter. 

2. Can you pass me __________ salt, please? 

3. I have __________ appointment with __________ doctor at 3 PM. 

4. He is __________ architect and works for __________ large company. 

 

Answers 

 

1. a 

2. the 

3. an, the 

4. an, a 

 

 

Exercise 2: Decide if an article is needed or not. 

1. Paris is __________ capital of France. 

2. I want to be __________ astronaut when I grow up. 

3. There is __________ apple on __________ table. 

4. We visited __________ museum in London. 

5. I have __________ good idea for __________ project. 

 

Answers 

 

1. the 

2. an 

3. an, the 

4. the 

5. a 

 

 

 



Exercise 3: Correct the article usage. 

1. I want to become an lawyer. 

2. Can I have an glass of water? 

3. We saw a movie last night at an theatre. 

4. She is going to be an teacher. 

 

Answers 

 

1. a lawyer 

2. a glass of water 

3. a theatre 

4. a teacher 

 

 

Exercise 4: Fill in the blanks with the appropriate article or leave it blank if none is needed. 

1. I want to be ________ engineer. 

2. We went to ________ beach yesterday. 

3. She has ________ dog named Max. 

4. I met ________ interesting person at ________ party. 

5. ________ university in ________ city is famous for its architecture program. 

 

Answers  

 

1. an 

2. the 

3. a 

4. an, an 

5. The, a 
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