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Traditional applications 
 

Traditional applications in computer networks refer to software programs and services that 

have been widely used for various purposes in networking environments. These 

applications have been foundational in shaping the way computer networks operate and 

how users interact with them. Here are some examples of traditional applications in 

computer networks: 

 

1. Web Browsers: 

   - Examples: Chrome, Firefox, Safari, Internet Explorer 

   - Purpose: Web browsers enable users to access and navigate the World Wide Web, view 

websites, and interact with web-based applications. 

 

2. Email Clients: 

   - Examples: Microsoft Outlook, Mozilla Thunderbird, Apple Mail 

   - Purpose: Email clients facilitate the sending, receiving, and organization of emails, a 

fundamental communication tool in both personal and business contexts. 

 

3. File Transfer Protocol (FTP) Clients: 

   - Examples: FileZilla, WinSCP 

   - Purpose: FTP clients allow users to transfer files between computers on a network. This 

is commonly used for website maintenance, software distribution, and file sharing. 

 

4. Remote Desktop Applications: 

   - Examples: TeamViewer, Remote Desktop Protocol (RDP) 

   - Purpose: Remote desktop applications enable users to access and control a computer 

from a different location, facilitating remote troubleshooting, collaboration, and system 

administration. 

 

5. Instant Messaging (IM) Clients: 

   - Examples: Skype, AIM, MSN Messenger (now part of Skype) 

   - Purpose: IM clients provide real-time communication through text, voice, or video, 

fostering quick and direct interaction between users. 

 

6. Network Management Tools: 

   - Examples: Wireshark, Nagios, SolarWinds 

   - Purpose: Network management tools help monitor, analyze, and manage network 

performance, troubleshoot issues, and ensure the efficient operation of network 

infrastructure. 
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7. Database Management Systems (DBMS): 

   - Examples: MySQL, Oracle, Microsoft SQL Server 

   - Purpose: DBMS applications manage and organize databases, allowing users to store, 

retrieve, and manipulate data. They play a crucial role in various applications, including 

web development and business systems. 

 

8. Collaboration Tools: 

   - Examples: Microsoft Teams, Slack 

   - Purpose: Collaboration tools facilitate communication and teamwork within 

organizations, providing features like chat, file sharing, and video conferencing. 

 

9. Print Servers: 

   - Purpose: Print servers manage print jobs and resources, allowing users to send print 

requests to networked printers. 

 

10. Networked Games: 

    - Examples: Online multiplayer games 

    - Purpose: Networked games leverage computer networks to allow multiple users to 

play together over the internet, enabling a shared gaming experience. 

 
 

 

These traditional applications continue to be relevant, although the technology landscape is 

evolving, and newer applications and services are emerging to meet the changing needs of 

users and organizations in computer networks. 
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