EU finds ‘many weaknesses’ in Indian
certification of organic products

DAMNING AUDIT. Certification bodies committing severe infringements of NPOP, says report

—
Subramani Ra Mancombu
Chenns

in o damning report, @

European Union (EL) awdit has
foumd = ;owoeaknesses” in
the certification of Indian or-
ganic products for exports o
the EU, This includes farmers,
who are part of organic produ
cer proups (PGS},  koowing
nothing about organic farming.
The aadit, carried our by the
EU's DG Health and Food
Safery during November 14-25
i 2022, found the weaknesses
in the supervision and Imple
mentation of the controds at
various levels,
The audiy team found “severe
infringements” of the National
on Organic Produc-
tion (NPOP) by 26 PGs. The vi-
plations included very poor or
ng  implementation  of  the
NPOP and farmers knowing

FLAGRANT VIOLATION. The report sald sericus nan-compliances
weare systematically feund amang certification bodles during inspactions
mnd, in Aeveral casied, no yction was taken againt them

nithi about ] ic
ﬁu:mlﬁ. “In many n-a:ics.rﬁarfw
crs did oot even know about
their PGs or their inbernal oon-
trol system (105), They applied
umauthorised substances andior
chemical ferrilizers,™ it zaid,

INSFECTOR'S FOLLY
In many cases, the evaluation
committee faced probiems loc-

aring the PG, which had no of-
fice at given addresses. In one
case, a farmer had a large pile of
various plastic materals, parthy
burned in the middle of an or-
ganic ficld, “While this was re-
corded asa non-compliance, the
inspector did not notice an un-
burned plastic g on the top of
the pile that had contaimed
Chlorothalonil [a non-gvstemic

fumglcide’), not allowed for or
ganic production,” the audit
pointed out,

“The most significant among
the weaknesses is that recent
unannotneed  controls by
APEDA az well ax che audic
peam's own findings showa high
degree of non-compliance with
the NPOFP at producer groups
and poor quality of inspes-
tions,” a report of the audit said.

The report said the structure
and organisation of the control
syEtem continues 1O reman a8 i
wiis during & 2005 andir.

The EU audit was also carried
ot on the Agncultural and Pro-
oessed Food  Products Expont
Development Authority
(APEDA), which is the coordin.
ator in  implementing  the
NPOP. APEDA also acts as the
geeretarinl of the Mational Ac-
creditation Body which gives
mind to bodies that certify and
guarantee arganic production.



