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Cabinet

• Cabinet Committees are not mentioned in the Constitution but are still 

constituted by governments. Recently, the government reconstituted some 

Cabinet Committees, and hence it is relevant for the IAS Mains.

Cabinet Committees

• Cabinet Committees are extra-constitutional in emergence, which means, 

they are not mentioned in the Indian Constitution. But, the Rules of 

Business provide for their formation.

• They are established by the PM as per the exigencies of the time and needs 

of the situation. 

• They are of two types—standing and ad hoc. The former is permanent, 

while the latter is temporary.

• The ad hoc committees are formed at times to deal with special problems. 

They are disbanded after their job is done.
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Role of Cabinet Committees

• They are an organizational device to lessen the enormous workload of the 

Cabinet. They facilitate an in-depth examination of policy issues and effective 

coordination. They are based on the principles of division of labor and effective 

delegation.

• They not only resolve issues and frame proposals for the Cabinet’s 

consideration, but they also take decisions. The Cabinet can, of course, review 

their decisions.

Difference between Cabinet Committees and Council of Ministers

• The Council of Ministers is a wider body comprising of 60 to 70 ministers 

including all 3 categories of ministers, namely, cabinet ministers, ministers of 

state, and deputy ministers.

• COMs are vested with all powers but only in theory. It implements the 

decisions taken by the cabinet while Cabinet Committees help the cabinet in 

decision making.
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