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Aircraft maintenance engineering involves various processes and procedures to ensure the safe and 

efficient operation of aircraft. Inspection is a critical aspect of aircraft maintenance and plays a vital role 

in identifying any potential issues or discrepancies that may affect the aircraft's airworthiness. 

Inspections are conducted at regular intervals and are designed to detect and address any defects, 

damage, or wear and tear that may have occurred during the aircraft's operation. 

 

The purpose of inspections in aircraft maintenance engineering is to ensure that the aircraft is in 

compliance with regulatory requirements and manufacturer's specifications. Inspections are carried out 

to assess the overall condition of the aircraft, including its systems, structures, and components, to 

ensure they are functioning properly and meet the necessary safety standards. The goal is to identify and 

rectify any issues before they can lead to more significant problems or compromise the safety of the 

aircraft. 

 

There are different types of inspections in aircraft maintenance engineering, each serving a specific 

purpose. Some common types of inspections include: 

 

Pre-flight Inspection: Conducted by pilots or flight crew before each flight, pre-flight inspections focus 

on the general condition of the aircraft, including its exterior, cockpit, and cabin. They check for any 

visible signs of damage, fluid leaks, or other irregularities that may affect the aircraft's safety. 

 

Line Maintenance Inspection: This type of inspection is performed during regular maintenance checks 

at the airport or base. It involves visual inspections, functional checks, and minor repairs or replacements 

to ensure the aircraft's airworthiness. Line maintenance inspections typically cover routine tasks such 

as fluid level checks, tire inspections, and basic system tests. 

 

Base Maintenance Inspection: Base maintenance inspections are more extensive and are carried out at 

dedicated maintenance facilities or hangars. These inspections are typically scheduled at specific 

intervals or based on the aircraft's flight hours, cycles, or calendar time. Base maintenance inspections 

involve detailed inspections, functional tests, and comprehensive maintenance activities, including 

repairs, replacements, and overhaul of various components and systems. 
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Periodic Inspections: These inspections occur at regular intervals, such as annually or every few years, 

depending on the aircraft type and regulatory requirements. Periodic inspections involve a thorough 

examination of the aircraft's structure, systems, and components. They often require the disassembly of 

parts for detailed inspection, testing, and compliance with maintenance programs or regulatory 

guidelines. 

 

Special Inspections: Special inspections are performed in response to specific events, incidents, or 

maintenance requirements. These inspections may be triggered by factors such as a lightning strike, bird 

strike, landing gear abnormalities, or any other unusual occurrences that necessitate a detailed inspection 

and assessment of affected areas. 

 

The types and frequency of inspections may vary depending on factors such as the aircraft type, 

operating environment, regulatory requirements, and manufacturer's recommendations. Inspections in 

aircraft maintenance engineering are crucial for maintaining the safety and airworthiness of aircraft and 

ensuring compliance with established standards. 
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