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DISCOURSE MARKERS 

Discourse markers are words and phrases used in speaking and writing to 'signpost' 

discourse. Discourse markers do this by showing turns, joining ideas together, showing attitude, 

and generally controlling communication. In speech, words like 'actually', 'so', 'OK', 'right?' and 

'anyway' all function as discourse markers as they help the speaker to manage the conversation 

and mark when it changes. However, discourse markers are an important feature of both spoken 

& written English. The skilful use of discourse markers often indicates a higher level of fluency 

in both spoken and written English. 
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Complete the following sentences using an appropriate discourse marker. 

1. ……………….. I fired at the leopard, he shook my arm. 

a) as 

b) since 

c) because 

d) for 

2. Arranged marriages are unusual in the West. In the Middle East, …………………., they are 

common. 

a) but 

b) on the other hand 

c) similarly 

d) in spite of this 

3. The job wasn’t very interesting. ………………, the money was OK. 

a) While 

b) Mind you 

c) In addition 

d) Due to this 



SNS COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY 
 

Vanitha.R/AP-English/Communicative English/SNSCT Page 3/5 
 

4. The train was late. …………………. I managed to reach in time. 

a) In spite of this 

b) Additionally 

c) Similarly 

d) Due to this 

5. The British may have done some good in India. ………………… colonialism is basically bad. 

a) Even so 

b) Even as 

c) Similarly 

d) In the same way 

6. …………………. we are satisfied with life. 

a) In general 

b) As for 

c) As far as 

d) Apart from 

7. The flood victims are short of food. ……………….. they urgently need medical supplies. 

a) Similarly 

b) In addition 

c) Any how 

d) For instance 

Answers 

1. As I fired at the tiger, he shook my arm. 

2. Arranged marriages are unusual in the West. In the Middle East, on the other hand, they are 

very common. 

3. The job wasn’t very interesting. Mind you, the money was OK. 

4. The train was late. In spite of this I managed to reach on time. 

5. The British may have done some good in India. Even so colonialism is basically bad. 

6. In general we are satisfied with life. 

7. The flood victims are short of food. In addition, they urgently need medical supplies. 

 



SNS COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY 
 

Vanitha.R/AP-English/Communicative English/SNSCT Page 4/5 
 

Complete the following sentences using an appropriate discourse marker. 

1. .....................… nurses are overworked and underpaid. 

a) In particular 

b) Broadly speaking 

c) Especially 

d) Except for 

2. I don’t believe in ghosts. ....................... I haven’t seen one yet. 

a) I think 

b) At least 

c) In particular 

d) In other words 

3. I think he should be acquitted. ..................... he is too young to know the difference between 

right and wrong. 

a) After all 

b) At least 

c) Well 

d) Honestly 

4. The man was sleeping soundly on the river bank. ..................... a crocodile was creeping 

closer. 

a) Despite this 

b) Meanwhile 

c) As a result 

d) By contrast 

5. The child didn’t get any medical attention. —————-, she died soon after. 

a) Despite this 

b) As a result 

c) In this case 

d) In spite of that 

6. He has been warned before. …………………., he shouldn’t have repeated this. 

a) In this case 

b) In spite of this 

c) Instead 
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Answers 

1. Broadly speaking nurses are overworked and underpaid. 

2. I don’t believe in ghosts. At least I haven’t seen one yet. 

3. I think he should be acquitted. After all he is too young to know the difference between right 

and wrong. 

4. The man was sleeping soundly on the river bank. Meanwhile a crocodile was creeping closer. 

5. The child didn’t get any medical attention. As a result, she died soon after. 

6. He has been warned before. In this case, he shouldn’t have repeated this. 

 

 

 


