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Topic 1: Sense of Engineering Ethics
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ETHICAL ISSUES FACED BY ENGINEERS
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MORALITY

Morality is concerned with principles and practices of
morals such as:

• What ought or ought not to be done in a given situation?

• What is right or wrong about the handling of a situation?

• What is good or bad about the people, policies, and ideals

involved?
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MORALITY PROBLEMS

• Lack of vision
• Incompetence among engineers
• Lack of time or lack of proper materials
• A silo mentality
• safety engineers somewhere down the line to catch

potential problems.
• Improper use or disposal of the product
• Dishonesty
• Inattention
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APPROACHES OF MORAL ISSUES

There are conventionally two approaches in the study
of ethics:
• Micro-ethics which deals with decisions and problems of
individuals, professionals, and companies.

• Macro-ethics which deals with the societal problems on a
regional/national level. For example, global issues,
collective responsibilities of groups such as professional

societies and consumer groups.
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SENSES OF ENGINEERING ETHICS

Normative 
Sense

Descriptive 
Sense
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