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SYMPOSIUM

SYMPOSIUM, PANEL DISCUSSION/CET/ S.GODSONPAUL 

• It is used to realize the higher cognitive and 
effective objectives.

• The topic should create interest in the theme of the 
symposium.
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DEFINITION

SYMPOSIUM, PANEL DISCUSSION/CET/ S.GODSONPAUL 

• Method of group discussion in which 2 or more 
persons under the direction of chairman present 
separate speeches which gives several aspects of 
one question.
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CHARACTERISTICS
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• Provides broad understanding of a topic.

• Provides opportunity for listener

to take decision.

• Used for higher classes.

•Provides different view on topic.

• Develop feeling of cooperation 

and adjustments.



MEMBERS

• Teacher programme planner

• Speakers – students (well worse with topic)

• Recorder

• Chairperson
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PROCESS
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• Selection of topic/speakers/place/time/etc

• Submission of topic to teacher for finalization

• Preparation/pre-conference

• Symposium starts with chairperson

• Students presents with 15-20 min

• Conclusion at the end of each session.



PURPOSES
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• To investigate a problem from several point 
view.

• To boost students ability to speak in group.



ADVANTAGES
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• Suits for large group/classes

• Helps to discuss broad topic at organizational 
meeting

• Gives deeper insight into the topic

• Direct the student independent study.

• Can be used in political meetings



DISADVANTAGES
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• Inadequate opportunity for students for equal 

participation

• Speech is limited to 15-20 minutes

• Limited audience participation.

• Questions are limited to 3 to 4 min

• Possibility of overlapping of the subject



PANEL DISCUSSION
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• Specially used in higher education where more 

discussion is required.

• Equal participation is given for all participation for 

discussion.

• Discussion is based on modern 

theory of organization.

• Participant able to solve the 

problem 



DEFINITION

SYMPOSIUM, PANEL DISCUSSION/CET/ S.GODSONPAUL 10/187/2/2023

• It is the discussion in which 4 to 8 qualified

personnel sit and discuss the topic in front of

large group or the audience.



PURPOSES

SYMPOSIUM, PANEL DISCUSSION/CET/ S.GODSONPAUL 11/18

• Benefits for the feature

• Different points of views are presented.

• Stimulates thought and discussion.

• Quick exchange of facts.
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TYPES 

• Public panel discussion : arranged for common 

problems, to provide factual information determine 

social values, etc.

• Educational panel discussion : Used in educational 

institution, to provide factual and conceptual knowledge 

and clarification of certain subjects.
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PROCEDURE
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• Instructor 

• Moderator

• Panelists

• Audience 



USES
• Encourages social learning.

• Higher objectives are achieved.

• Develop the ability of problem solving and logical 
thinking

• Develops interest and right type of attitude.
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CONCLUSION

The term teaching method refers to the general 
principles, pedagogy and management strategies 
used for classroom instruction. The choice of teaching 
method depends on what fits you — your educational 
philosophy, classroom demographic, subject area(s) 
and school mission statement.
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ASSESSMENT

1. What is meant by symposium?

2. What are all the characteristics of 
symposium?

3.   Explain the types of panel discussion?

4. Explain the uses of panel discussion?
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