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Scope of Variables
Local and global Scope
• All variables in a program may not be accessible 

at all locations in that program. This depends on 
where you have declared a variable. 

• The scope of a variable determines the portion of 
the program where you can access a particular 
identifier. 

• There are two basic scopes of variables in Python
1. Global variables 
2. Local variables



Scope of Variables
Local and global Scope
• Variables that are defined inside a function body 

have a local scope, and those defined outside 
have a global scope

• This means that local variables can be accessed 
only inside the function in which they are 
declared, whereas global variables can be 
accessed throughout the program body by all 
functions. 

• When you call a function, the variables declared 
inside it are brought into scope.



Scope of Variables
Local and global Scope
Example:

Output:



Scope of Variables
Local and global Scope
• In Python, global keyword allows you to 

modify the variable outside of the current 
scope. 

• It is used to create a global variable and make 
changes to the variable in a local context.



Scope of Variables
“global” Keyword:
Example:

Output:



Summary
• Values present in the function calling statement 

are called arguments
• Variables used in the function header are called 

parameters
• Required, keyword, default and variable-length 

are types of arguments
• Variable can be created with local and global 

scopes
• Global keyword creates a global variable inside a 

block




