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Introduction:

• The glassgow coma scale is used to objectively 
describe the extent of impaired of consciousness in all 
types of acute medical and trauma patients.

• The scale assesse patients according to three aspects 
of responsiveness:

1. Eye opening response
2. Motor response
3. Verbral response
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• The simple measurement was originally developed by 
university of glassgow professors Sir Graham Teasdale 
and Bryan Jennett while working in the institute of 
neurological sciences at the southern general hospital in 
1974.
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Causes:

• Head Injury
• Spontaneous Subarachnoid & Intracerebral haemorrhage
• Ischemic Stroke
• Intracranial infection
• Brain abscess
• Epilepsy 
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Assesment of Neurological Status :
• The best method for assessing neurological status is modified 

GCS which includes:

Eye opening:
• Nil -1
• To pain- 2
• To speech-3
• Spontaneous -4
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Motor Response :
• None-1
• Extension -2
• Decorticate Flexion -3
• Withdrawl -4
• Localizes Pain -5
• To Verbal command-6
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Verbal Response :
• Nil -1
• Incomprehensible Sound -2
• Inappropriate Words-3
• Confused -4
• Oriented -5
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• Normal score is 15/15.Severe head injury is stated  to be 
present if score is 7 or less and if persist for more than 6 
hours is associated with more than 35% of mortality.

• Number of times these patients may not be fasting 
requiring rapid sequence intubation.
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