RECENT M&A DEALS AND CASE STUDIES

Recent M&A deals include Chevron's acquisition of Hess (July 2025, $53 billion) and Pioneer
Corp.'s acquisition by CarUX (July 2025, $1.1 billion), with notable case studies covering the
strategic Reliance-Disney entertainment merger in India and the integration challenges in the
Salesforce-Slack deal. Key trends include the continued consolidation of the media and finance
sectors, a focus on technological capabilities, and the importance of navigating regulatory hurdles.
These case studies highlight recent M&As, their strategic intent, synergies, challenges, and

outcomes.

e Microsoft-Activision Blizzard (2023):

o

Details: Microsoft acquired Activision Blizzard for $68.7 billion, one of the largest
gaming industry deals.

Rationale: Expand gaming portfolio, strengthen metaverse strategy, and leverage
IP for Xbox and cloud gaming.

Synergy: Revenue from game subscriptions (e.g., Xbox Game Pass) and cross-
platform integration with Azure cloud services.

Challenges: Regulatory hurdles in the U.S. and EU due to antitrust concerns over
gaming market dominance.

Example Outcome: Enhanced Microsoft’s gaming ecosystem, but delays and
concessions were required to address regulatory concerns, showing the complexity
of'large tech M&As.

Explanation: Microsoft aimed to dominate gaming and the emerging metaverse by
acquiring Activision’s popular titles (e.g., Call of Duty). The deal faced scrutiny
from regulators fearing reduced competition, but Microsoft’s cloud gaming strategy
and subscriber growth potential justified the investment.

e Broadcom-VMware (2022):

o

o

Details: Broadcom acquired VMware for $61 billion.

Rationale: Enhance cloud computing and software capabilities to diversify beyond
semiconductors.

Synergy: Combined Broadcom’s hardware expertise with VMware’s virtualization
and cloud software solutions.

Challenges: Integration of software and hardware cultures, plus regulatory reviews
in multiple jurisdictions.

Example Outcome: Strengthened Broadcom’s enterprise software market
presence, positioning it as a cloud computing leader.



o Explanation: Broadcom’s acquisition of VMware expanded its portfolio into high-
margin software, leveraging VMware’s enterprise clients. The deal required careful
integration to align hardware and software teams, reflecting the trend of tech firms
diversifying into software-driven markets.

o Pfizer-Seagen (2023):
o Details: Pfizer acquired Seagen for $43 billion.

o Rationale: Bolster oncology portfolio with Seagen’s expertise in antibody-drug
conjugates for cancer treatment.

Synergy: Revenue from an expanded cancer drug pipeline and combined R&D
capabilities to accelerate drug development.

e}

Challenges: High acquisition cost and integration of specialized biotech operations
into Pfizer’s larger structure.

e}

o Example Outcome: Positioned Pfizer as a leader in targeted cancer therapies,
capitalizing on growing oncology demand.

o Explanation: Pfizer’s acquisition of Seagen tapped into the growing market for
precision cancer treatments, leveraging Seagen’s innovative therapies. The deal
enhanced Pfizer’s R&D pipeline but required significant investment, highlighting
the high-stakes nature of biotech M&As.

Recent M& A Deals (Examples from July 2025)
e Chevron's Acquisition of Hess:

Chevron completed its $53 billion acquisition of Hess in July 2025, following an international
arbitration that cleared its access to a significant offshore oil field in Guyana.

CarUX's Acquisition of Pioneer Corp.:

In July 2025, CarUX acquired Pioneer Corp. for $1.1 billion, demonstrating a shift in the
automotive technology and hardware sector.

Other July 2025 Deals:

Other significant deals included The Home Depot's $4.3 billion acquisition of GMS, and the $2.1
billion acquisition of Capstan Therapeutics by AbbVie.

M&A Case Studies & Key Learnings
o Reliance-Disney Merger (India):

o Intent: To combine their media and entertainment businesses into a joint venture
to create JioStar, a dominant Indian entertainment platform.



Rationale: To combine market shares, reduce operational overlaps, and increase monetization
potential through shared content libraries and technology.

Challenges: Required multiple regulatory approvals from the Competition Commission of India
and the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting, along with complex demerger and restructuring
of entities.

Salesforce-Slack Acquisition:

e Intent: Salesforce acquired Slack for $27.7 billion to enhance its enterprise
communication tools and compete with Microsoft Teams.

Challenges: The main challenge was integrating Slack's services with Salesforce's existing
platform and ensuring user adoption.

Impact: This acquisition significantly strengthened Salesforce's position in the enterprise
communication market.

Key Trends in M&A
e Sector Consolidation:

The media, finance, and retail sectors continue to see consolidation, as seen with the Reliance-
Disney deal and the PVR-INOX merger.

Strategic Acquisitions:

Companies are acquiring others to enhance their technological capabilities and expand their market
share and content offerings.

Navigating Regulatory Hurdles:

Obtaining regulatory approvals is a crucial part of large M&A deals, as demonstrated by the CCI's
involvement in the Reliance-Disney transaction.



