
Compound words 

Compound words are formed by combining two or more words to create a new word with a distinct 

meaning. These words can be created through various combinations, such as joining two nouns, a noun 

and an adjective, a verb and a preposition, and so on. The resulting compound word often expresses a 

concept or idea that is related to the meanings of its individual components. Here's a breakdown of the 

types of compound words: 

1. Noun + Noun: 

 Example: Toothbrush (tooth + brush) 

 Explanation: A brush specifically designed for cleaning teeth. 

2. Adjective + Noun: 

 Example: Greenhouse (green + house) 

 Explanation: A structure with a transparent roof and walls, used for the cultivation of plants. 

3. Noun + Verb: 

 Example: Rainfall (rain + fall) 

 Explanation: The amount of rain that falls in a specific period. 

4. Verb + Preposition: 

 Example: Breakup (break + up) 

 Explanation: The end of a relationship or partnership. 

5. Adjective + Adjective: 

 Example: Dark-haired (dark + haired) 

 Explanation: Having hair that is dark in color. 

6. Noun + Adjective: 

 Example: Airborne (air + borne) 

 Explanation: Something that is carried or transmitted through the air. 

7. Adverb + Adjective: 

 Example: Well-known (well + known) 

 Explanation: Something widely recognized or familiar. 

8. Verb + Noun: 

 Example: Breakfast (break + fast) 

 Explanation: The first meal of the day, breaking the fast from the previous night. 

9. Noun + Preposition + Noun: 

 Example: Backyard (back + yard) 

 Explanation: The area at the back of a house, often used for outdoor activities. 



10. Adjective + Verb: 

 Example: Redo (re + do) 

 Explanation: To do something again or differently. 

 

Examples of compound words: 

1. Bathroom (bath + room) 

 Explanation: A room with facilities for bathing and personal hygiene. 

2. Sunflower (sun + flower) 

 Explanation: A type of flower that turns to face the sun. 

3. Bookshelf (book + shelf) 

 Explanation: A shelf or set of shelves for storing books. 

4. Snowman (snow + man) 

 Explanation: A figure made of packed snow, typically in the form of a person. 

5. Firefly (fire + fly) 

 Explanation: A type of insect that produces light. 

6. Butterfly (butter + fly) 

 Explanation: A flying insect with colorful wings. 

7. Basketball (basket + ball) 

 Explanation: A sport played with a round ball in which two teams compete to throw the ball 

through the opponent's basket. 

  

8. Raincoat (rain + coat) 

 Explanation: A waterproof coat worn to protect against rain. 

9. Football (foot + ball) 

 Explanation: A sport played with a ball that is kicked between goalposts. 

10. Teaspoon (tea + spoon) 

 Explanation: A small spoon used for stirring tea or measuring small amounts of ingredients. 

11. Lighthouse (light + house) 

 Explanation: A tall structure with a light at the top to guide ships at sea. 

12. Dragonfly (dragon + fly) 

 Explanation: An insect with a long body and two pairs of large, typically iridescent wings. 

13. Cupcake (cup + cake) 

 Explanation: A small individual cake typically baked in a cup-shaped container. 

14. Moonlight (moon + light) 

 Explanation: The light from the moon. 



15. Sunglasses (sun + glasses) 

 Explanation: Glasses with tinted or darkened lenses to protect the eyes from the sun. 

These examples showcase the variety of compound words formed by combining different elements, 

such as nouns, verbs, adjectives, and prepositions. 

 

Exercise:1 

1. Combine "rain" and "drop" to create a compound word. 

2. What compound word is formed by combining "milk" and "man"? 

3. Form a compound word by combining "fire" and "fighter". 

4. Combine "snow" and "ball" to create a compound word. 

5. What is the compound word formed by combining "star" and "fish"? 

6. Create a compound word by combining "ice" and "cream". 

7. Combine "sun" and "flower" to form a compound word. 

8. What compound word is created by combining "tree" and "house"? 

9. Form a compound word by combining "head" and "phone". 

10. Combine "foot" and "print" to create a compound word. 

Answers: 

1. Raindrop 

 Explanation: A single drop of rain. 

2. Milkman 

 Explanation: A person who delivers milk. 

3. Firefighter 

 Explanation: A person who fights fires. 

4. Snowball 

 Explanation: A ball made of packed snow. 

5. Starfish 

 Explanation: A marine animal with a star-shaped body. 

6. Ice cream 

 Explanation: A frozen dessert made from cream and sugar. 

7. Sunflower 

 Explanation: A tall plant with a large, bright yellow flower. 

8. Treehouse 



 Explanation: A structure built in the branches of a tree. 

9. Headphone 

 Explanation: A pair of speakers worn over the ears. 

10. Footprint 

 Explanation: An impression or mark left by the foot. 

Exercise-2 

1. Combine the words "tooth" and "paste" to form a compound word. 

2. What compound word is created by combining "rain" and "coat"? 

3. Form a compound word by combining "note" and "book". 

4. Combine "sun" and "glasses" to create a compound word. 

5. What is the compound word formed by combining "sand" and "castle"? 

6. Create a compound word by combining "foot" and "ball". 

7. Combine "cloud" and "nine" to form a compound word. 

8. What compound word is created by combining "book" and "shelf"? 

9. Form a compound word by combining "pan" and "cake". 

10. Combine "butter" and "fly" to create a compound word. 

Answers: 

1. Toothpaste 

 Explanation: A paste used with a toothbrush for cleaning the teeth. 

2. Raincoat 

 Explanation: A waterproof coat worn to protect against rain. 

3. Notebook 

 Explanation: A book with pages for notes. 

4. Sunglasses 

 Explanation: Glasses with tinted or darkened lenses to protect the eyes from the sun. 

5. Sandcastle 

 Explanation: A structure made of sand, typically by children at the beach. 

6. Football 

 Explanation: A sport played with a ball that is kicked between goalposts. 

7. Cloud nine 

 Explanation: A state of elation or happiness. 

8. Bookshelf 



 Explanation: A shelf or set of shelves for storing books. 

9. Pancake 

 Explanation: A flat, thin cake made from batter and cooked on a hot surface. 

10. Butterfly 

 Explanation: An insect with colorful wings. 
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