
Joints in Concrete 

In the context of concrete construction, joints are intentional breaks or separations in 

the concrete structure that allow for movement, accommodate temperature changes, 

and control cracking. There are several types of joints used in concrete construction: 

Construction Joints: 

Purpose: These joints are created intentionally to facilitate construction in phases. They 

are typically formed when work on a concrete pour is stopped and then resumed after 

some time. 

Location: Construction joints are usually located where one day's work ends and the 

next day's work begins. 

Expansion Joints: 

Purpose: Designed to allow for the expansion and contraction of concrete due to 

temperature variations. They help prevent cracking caused by thermal movement. 

Location: Typically placed at regular intervals in large expanses of concrete, such as 

highways, bridges, and large slabs. 

Contraction Joints (Control Joints): 

Purpose: Similar to expansion joints, contraction joints are installed to control cracking 

caused by shrinkage during the curing process. They help direct the location of cracks in 

a controlled manner. 

Location: These joints are usually saw-cut or tooled into the concrete surface at 

predetermined intervals. 

Isolation Joints: 

Purpose: Used to isolate different parts of a structure from each other, preventing 

cracking or damage in one section from affecting another. 

Location: Placed where a concrete structure meets another structure, such as a 

foundation meeting a wall. 

Dowel Joints: 

Purpose: Dowel joints are used to transfer loads across a joint and maintain alignment 

between adjacent sections of concrete. 

Location: Dowels are often placed in transverse joints to facilitate load transfer between 

slabs. 

Keyed Joints: 

Purpose: These joints are designed to transfer loads and prevent differential vertical 

movement between adjacent sections of concrete. 

Location: Typically found in pavements and slabs where differential settlement may 

occur. 

Saw-Cut Joints: 

Purpose: Created by saw cutting the concrete surface to induce controlled cracks at 

specific locations. This helps in minimizing random cracking and allows for contraction 

to occur. 

Location: Generally used in flatwork like slabs and pavements. 



Header Joints: 

Purpose: Used in masonry construction, header joints provide vertical separation 

between adjacent masonry units to accommodate movement and prevent cracking. 

Location: Found in masonry walls. 

The selection of the appropriate type of joint depends on various factors, including the 

type of structure, environmental conditions, and design requirements. Proper joint 

design is essential to ensure the durability and longevity of concrete structures. 


