
Software Document



The requirements document

• The requirements document is the official
statement of what is required of the system
developers

• Should include both a definition and a
specification of requirements

• It is NOT a design document. As far as
possible, it should set of WHAT the system
should do rather than HOW it should do it
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Users of a 
requirements 

document

U s e  t he  r e q ui r e m e nt s to
d ev e lo p va l id a ti on  te s ts  f o r
t he  s ys te m

U s e  t he  r e q ui re m e nt s
d oc um e n t to  p l a n  a  bi d  for
t he  s ys te m  a n d to  p l a n  th e
sy st e m  de v e lo pm e n t p roc e s s

U s e  t he  r e q ui re m e nt s to
un de rs ta n d  w h a t s ys te m  i s to
b e de v e lo pe d

S y st e m  te s t
e ng in e e r s

M a na g e rs

S y st e m  e ng in e e r s

S pe c i f y  t he  r e q uir e m e n ts  a nd
re a d  th e m  to  c h e c k  t ha t  t he y
m e e t th e ir  n e e ds . T h e y
s pe c ify  c h a ng e s t o  th e
re qu ire m e n ts

S y st e m  c us to m e r s

U s e  t he  r e q ui re m e nt s to  he l p
u nd er s ta n d  th e  sy st e m  a n d
t he  r e l a ti on sh ip s b e tw e e n it s
p ar t s

S y st e m
m a in te n a nc e

e ng in e e r s
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Requirements document requirements

• Specify external system behaviour
• Specify implementation constraints
• Easy to change
• Serve as reference tool for maintenance
• Record forethought about the life cycle of the 

system i.e. predict changes
• Characterise responses to unexpected events
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IEEE requirements standard

• Introduction
• General description
• Specific requirements
• Appendices
• Index
• This is a generic structure that must be 

instantiated for specific systems
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Requirements document structure

• Introduction
• Glossary
• User requirements definition
• System architecture
• System requirements specification
• System models
• System evolution
• Appendices
• Index
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