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Answer following questions

you want to buy five magazines that cost $1.95 each.
When you go to buy them the cost is $12.25. Is that
right?

you want to plant a row of flowers. The row is
58.3cm long. The plants should be 6cm apart. How
many do you need?

You want to build a house and have 15 lakh. What
features would you consider for your house and
how?
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The Basics for software estimating

• The need for historical data

• Parameters to be estimated

• Measure of work
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The Basics for software estimating

The need for historical data
• Past project info.
• If no past info, external datasets

accessed
• International Software Benchmarking

Standards Group (ISBSG)

Parameters to be estimated
• Effort – work month(wm) or person

month(pm)
• Duration – measured in months
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The Basics for software estimating

Measure of Work

• Also called as size of the project

• Work = Cost and Time for accomplishing

project.

• Time taken = Competence or Experience

• Implementation Time = Varies based on

CASE tools used

• Estimate of Project size – Independent

• Effort and Time – Dependent variable

• Project Size – Problem complexity in terms of

effort and time needed to develop product.
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The Basics for software estimating

Measure Size Metric
• SLOC – Source Lines of Code - Simpler 
• FP – Function Point – Improved version of 

SLOC

SLOC Shortcomings
• No precise definition
• Difficult to estimate at start of a project
• Only a code measure
• Programmer dependent
• Does not consider project complexity
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THANK YOU


